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Course Description:  This course provides students with an introduction to the field of gerontology.  The history of aging will be presented, as well as current issues in the field of aging. Topics will include myths and stereotypes, economic and political aspects of aging, demographics of an aging population, and service availability for elderly populations. Careers in the field of gerontology will also be explored.
Course Objectives:   This course will:


1.
Introduce students to key concepts of gerontology


2.
Explore careers available in the field of gerontology


3.
Demonstrate the impact of social policies such as politics and 



economics on an aging population, and vice versa

4.
Discuss issues related to research in gerontology
Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1.
Understand the vocabulary and basic concepts of gerontology

2.
Trace the history of societal attitudes towards aging

3.
Summarize the issues related to research in aging

4.
Discuss current trends in aging services and related careers

5.
Discuss the relationship between aging and social policy

Length of Course:
33 lecture hours 
Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:

None
Required Text:
TBA
Major Topic Outline:   
Historical Attitudes about Aging
Myths and Stereotypes

Research in Aging

Politics and Aging

Population Demographics

The Baby Boom and the Impact of an Aging Population

Current Issues in Aging

Social Services for the Elderly

Careers in Gerontology

